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ness which were peculiar to her. I also remember that
on another occasion a little grand-duchess, four yearsf of
age, was moving about a table at which four persons were
seated and refused to show a great general the same civil-
ity which she bestowed on me. I felt greatly flattered
when this grand-ducal child, in answer to her grandmoth-
er's admonition, said, referring to me, on milil (he is nice),
but was na'fve enough to say of the general, on wonajet (he
stinks), which resulted in the removal of the grand-ducal
enfant terrible.

It happened once that some Prussian officers, who had
lived for a long while in one of the imperial palaces, were
asked in confidence by some of their Russian friends
whether they had really consumed as much wine, &c., as
was requisitioned for their use; in that case they could
only envy their powers of consumption and take care
that the supplies continued in future. This confidential
inquiry was addressed to gentlemen of very temperate
habits, and, with their consent, the apartments in which
they were living were examined. It turned out that cup-
boards in the wall, of which they were not even aware,
were filled with stores of valuable wines and other articles
of consumption.

There is a well-known story how the Emperor once
remarked upon the extraordinary quantity of tallow that
always appeared in the bills whenever the Prince of Prus-
sia came on a visit; at last it turned out that on the occa-
sion of his first visit he had ridden himself sore, and in the
evening had asked for a little tallow. The ounce of this
stuff which was then required was transformed, on the oc-
casions of future visits, into a pood. The illustrious per-
sonages had an oral explanation about the matter, resulting
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